Overview of Special Education Process in New Jersey
Developed by the Statewide Parent Advocacy Network & Map to Inclusive Child Care Team

If you are concerned about a preschool child or student (age three through twenty-one) who may be developing or
learning differently, you can call the school district in which the child resides. District phone numbers and addresses
are available at https://homeroomS5.doe.state.nj.us/directory/ or call the NJ Department of Education, 800-322-8174.
To the maximum extent appropriate, preschoolers and students with disabilities are educated with their typically
developing peers. Placement in a typical classroom is the first consideration. For a preschool child, this may be a
school district general education preschool program or a nonsectarian early childhood program licensed or approved
by a governmental agency. For further information go to www.nj.gov/njded/specialed or call SPAN, 800-654-7726.

Topic

Process

Referral

A referral is a written request for an evaluation that is given to the school district when it seems
possible that a child may have a disability and might need special education and related
services. Parents, school personnel and agencies concerned with the welfare of students may
make a referral to the school district the student resides.

Identification
Meeting

Within 20 calendar days of receiving a referral, the school district must hold a meeting to decide
whether an evaluation will be conducted. If the school district decides to conduct an evaluation
the group will select the types of testing and other procedures that will be used to determine if
the child needs special education services.

Evaluation

An evaluation is the process used to determine whether a child is eligible for special education
and related services. The process includes a review of any relevant data, and the individual
administration of any tests, assessments and observations of the child. At least two child study
team members must participate in the initial evaluation along with any other specialists whose
observations are necessary for a meaningful assessment of the child's needs.

Eligibility

When the evaluation is completed, the school district holds a collaborative meeting to determine
if the child is eligible for special education and related services. Prior to the meeting, the school
district must give the parent a copy of the evaluation reports(s) and other documents and
information that will be used to determine the child's eligibility. The parent must receive this
information no less than 10 calendar days before the meeting. To be eligible for special
education and related services:

. A student must have a disability according to one of the eligibility categories;

. The disability must adversely affect the student's educational performance; and

. The student must be in need of special education and related services.

Individualized
Education

Program
(IEP)

After it is determined that a child is eligible for special education and related services, a
meeting is held to develop the child's IEP. The IEP is both a plan and a process. The plan is a
written document that describes in detail a child's special education program. The process is the
ongoing sharing of information between the family and school district to meet the child's
developmental and educational needs. The IEP should describe how the individual child
currently performs and the child's specific instructional needs. The IEP must include
measurable annual goals and short-term objectives or benchmarks. When parental consent is
granted, the IEP is implemented as soon as possible following the IEP meeting and within 90
calendar days of the school’s receipt of parental consent for the first evaluation. For resources
on creating  meaningful IEP's see  Developing  your  Child's IEP  at:
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/pal2

Annual
Review

Annually, or more often if necessary, the IEP team will meet to review and revise the IEP and
determine placement.

Reevaluation

A child must be reevaluated every three years, or sooner if conditions warrant, or if the parent
or the child's teacher requests it. Reevaluation is conducted when a change in eligibility is being
considered.

Parental
Consent

When must the school district obtain parental consent?
e Before a child is evaluated for the first time to determine whether a child is
eligible for special education;
e Before a child's special education program begins for the first time;
e Before a child is tested as part of a reevaluation; and
e Before a child's records are released to a person or organization that is not
otherwise authorized to see them.



https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/directory/
http://www.nj.gov/njded/specialed
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/pa12/

0030p CneuunajabHoro Oopasosanusi B Hero-/Lxkepcu
IT1oT nokyMeHT ObL1 pa3padoran Cerbio Poauteneii Axpokaros Illtara u Komannoii Kaprel k

HNukao3uBHOMY Yxoay 3a [lerbmu

Ecnu BB 00€CTIOKOMHBI O Pa3BUTHU MM 00pa30BaHUM peOCHKA JIOMIKOILHOTO BO3pacTa WM yYeHHKe (OT TpEX 10
JABaJguaru O)IHOFO), BBl MO’KETE IIO3BOHUTE B IITKOJILHBIN OKpPYI, B KOTOPOM IIPOXXUBACT pe6eHOK‘ Paiionnsie HOMEpa
TeneOHOB U ajipeca gocTynHbl Ha ht https:/homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/directory/ wim mo3BoHuTE 110 TENEPOHY

Hero-Ixepcu enapramenta O6paszosanus, 800-322-8174.

B MakcHMMaNbHO# CTENIeHH HEOOX0AUMO, YTOOBI JOIIKOJIBHUKY U YYaIlUecs ¢ MHBAIUIHOCTSIMU MOTydYaid 00pa3oBaHue C
HX THITMYHO Pa3BHUBAIOIIMMHUCS CBEPCTHUKaMU. PasMelenne B 001e00pa3oBaTelbHOM KIIacCe SIBISIETCS TIEPBOOUEPETHBIM
penrennem. JIjist AeTel TOIIKOILHOTO BO3pACTa 3TO MOKET OBITH 00IIe00pa3oBaTebHast OMKOIbHAS porpaMMa B
MIKOJTEHOM OKPYTE MJIH HECEKTapHasl MpOorpaMMa paHHEro JETCTBA, KOTOpas JHMICH3UPOBaHA WM 0f00peHa
MIPaBUTEILCTBEHHBIM areHTCTBOM. JIJIs MOy YeH s TOMOHUTENbHOM HH(OpMaIMu 00paTuTeCh K
www.ni.gov/nided/specialed wn mo3pouute mo renedony SPAN, 800-654-7726.

Tema

Ilpoyecc

Hanpaenenue

Hanpasnenue - 3TO NMCBMEHHBIM 3ampocC Ui NPOBEACHMSI OCBHAETEIBLCTBOBAHUS, KOTOpPBIM Aaércs
LIKOJIBHOMY OKpYTY, KOIZa IpeAposaraercs, 4yTo peOCHOK MOXKET UMETh MHBAIMIHOCTh U, BO3MOXHO,
noTpedyeT CrenuarbHoe 00pa3oBaHHWE M COIyTCTBYIOIIME YCIyTd. PomuTend, IIKONBHBIH HEpCOHANI M
YUpeKIEHHS, 3aHUMAIOIIMECS BOMPOCAaMU ONAromoilydnsi CTYICHTOB MOTYT CJelaTh HAIpaBlIeHHE B
HIKONBHBIA OKPYT IO MECTY KUTEIbCTBA CTYACHTA.

Hoenmugpuxayusn

B teyenme 20 kanmeHAApHBIX AHEH C MOMEHTA IONYYEHHs HAMPABICHUS, LIKONBHBIA OKPYT JOJKEH
IPOBECTH COBELIaHHE, YTOOBI PEIINTh OyAeT JIU MPOBOAUTHCS OCBUICTENBCTBOBAHUE. ECIM IIKOJIBHBIN
OKPYT PELINT NPOBECTH OCBHIETEILCTBOBAHNUE, IPYIIIa BEIOEPET TUITEI TECTUPOBAHUS U APYTHX MIPOLEIYD,
KOTOpble OyAyT WCIONB30BaThCAd JUIA ONpPEAENeHHs HyXJaeTcs JH peOeHOK B  CIIEIHAIBHBIX
00pa3oBaTeIbHBIX YCITYTax.

Oceudemenbcmeosa-u
ue

OCBUIETENBECTBOBAHUE - 3TO HPOLECC, HCIOIb3YEMBbIi Ul ONPEAeNCHHs UMEET JIM peOCHOK MPaBo Ha
HOJTy4eHHE CHEMAIbHOTO 00pa30BaHUs U COMYTCTBYIOMUX ycuyr. [Iporecc BriouaeT B ceOst aHaIM3 Beex
COOTBETCTBYIOIMX JAHHBIX, a TAaKXKe WHIMBUAYAIbHYIO aIMUHHUCTPALMIO JIOOBIX TECTOB, OLICHOK U
Habmonennit pebenka. [To xpaifHel Mepe IBa WiIeHA HCCIEAOBATEIHCKON I'PYIITEI ODKHEI y4acTBOBATh B
HEePBOHAYAIbHOM OCBHUJICTEIbCTBOBAHUU HAPSAY C JIFOOBIMH JPYTMMH CIICLUAINCTAMH, YbU HAOMIOICHUS
HEOOXOIMMBI 17151 000CHOBAHHOH OLIEHKH NOTpeOHOCTeH pedeHKa.

Ilpuemnemocmo

ITo 3aBepuIEHUIO OCBUJIETEIBCTBOBAHUS, LIKOJIBHBI OKPYr IPOBOIHT COBMECTHYIO BCTPEUY, UTOOBI
ONpE/IeINTh MMEET M PeOEHOK NPaBO HA MOIy4YEHHE CNELHAIbHOTO OOpAa30BAaHUS M COIMYTCTBYIOIIMX
ycuyr. Jo BCTpeuH, MIKOJIbHBIA OKPYT JJOJDKEH JaTh POJUTEINIO KOIMIO OTYETOB 00 OCBHIETENBCTBOBAHUH
JPYrUX NOKYMEHTOB M HH(OpPMAIHH, KOTOpEIe OyIyT HCIIONB30BaThCS I ONpENelIcHUs IIpaBa PeOCHKA.
Ponurens mOMKEH MOMyYHTh 3Ty MH(MOpPMaIMIo He MeHee 4eM 3a 10 KaleHOapHBIX AHEH 10 Hadana
3acenanus. YToObl NOMYYHTh IIPABO HA YCIIYTH CIIELUAIBHOTO 00pa30BaHuUs U COMYTCTBYIOIUX YCIIYT:

" CTYJICHT AODKEH MMETh HHBAJIUIHOCTb B COOTBETCTBUH C OIHOW M3 KaTeropuii oroopa;
*  HMHBAIMIHOCTb JOIDKHA OTPULATENBHO BIHATH Ha YCIEBAEGMOCTb CTYICHTA; H
= CTYAEHT JO/DKEH HY)KAAThCs B CHEIUANLHOM 00pa30BaHUH H COIYTCTBYIOMIUX YCIYTaX.

Hnoueudyanvnasn
Ilpozpamma
Ooyuenun (UI10)

Ilocne Ttoro, kak Oy#eT yCTAaHOBIEHO, 4YTO PEOEHOK HMEET MPaBO Ha IIOMyYeHHE CIEHUAIbHOrO
o0pa3oBaHUsT M CONYTCTBYIOLIMX YCIIYI, COCTOMTCS BCTpeda [UIsi pa3pabdOTKUM HHIMBHIYaJbHON
nporpaMmsl obyuenust pedenka (WUI10). UITO sBnseTcss ofHOBPEMEHHO IIAHOM U IponeccoM. ITnan - ato
MICHMEHHBIH JOKYMEHT, KOTOPBIH MOAPOOHO OMHCHIBAET CIIEIHMAIBHYIO IPOrpaMMy OOydeHHs peOeHKa.
[Iponecc - 310 mpomomkaromuiicss oOMeH HH(OpMaLuel MeXIy CeMbedl M IIKOIBHBIM OKPYIOM IIO
COIVIACOBAaHMIO MOTPeOHOCTEN pa3BUTHs U 00pazoBanus pedenka. MITO onuceiBaeT, Kak yuuTcsi peOSHOK B
HacTosIIIee BpeMsI 1 KOHKpETHBIe ydeOHbIe nmorpedHocTH pedenka. MUIIO momkeH BKIIOYATh H3MEPHUMEBIE
€XKETOHbIC e M KPAaTKOCPOYHBIE IeIH MiIn opHeHTUpsl. Ilocie Toro, Kak poguTeny AagyT COITIacHe,
UIIO peann3oBaH Kak MOXXKHO CKOpee IOCIE BCTpeud U B TedeHue 90 KaleHAapHBIX OHEH ¢ MOMEHTa
MOJIy4EHUs IIKOJIBHBIM OKPYI'OM COIIacUsl poAuTeNell Ha ocBUaeTenbcTBOBaHUE. [l pecypcoB Ha
CO3/1aHuE BBICOKOKa4€CTBEHHBIX urio CMOTpPHTE HucTpymMeHTBI JUIst Vuureneiat:
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/pal2

Excezoonui
Ilepecmomp

Exeronno wim qamie, €CJI 3TO HeO6XOI[I/IMO, KOMaHa 410(0] BCTPETUTCA IJI1 paCCMOTPEHUA U IIEPECMOTPpa
WHIAWBUAYAJIBHOTI'O 06yquI/151 " OIIpCACIICHUSA Ha 06pa3OBaTCJ'H>H06 pasMCUICHUC.

Ilepeoyenka

PebeHOK T0MKeH OBITh EPEOCBEIOMIIEH KaXK/IbIC TPH TO/Ia HIIH PAHBIIE, €CIIA TPEOYIOT YCIOBUS HIIH €CITH
pomMTeNs WIM y4YUTeNnb peOeHKa chenmaeT 3ampoc. [lepeoleHka MpPOBOMUTCS, KOTAA paccCMaTpHBaCTCS
MIPaBO Ha MOJIy4YEHHUE CIEHUATBEHOTO 00pa30BaHusl.

Coznacue pooumeneit

Kor/a mKkonbHbINA OKPYT TOHKEH MOJTYYUTh COTIACHE POIUTEICH?
= [lepex mepBOHAYaIBHBIM OCBHICTEILCTBOBAHUEM, YTOOBI ONPEICIUTh UMEET JTH PEOCHOK MPaBO
HA MOJTy9YeHHe CIICHHaIbHOTO 00pa30BaHusL
= Tlepexn nepBoHa4YaIbHBIM BBIIOIHEHHEM CIELHATbHOI 00pa3oBaTeIbHOM IPOrpaMMBbl peOCeHKa;
= [lepen nepeoneHkoii; u



https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/directory/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/pa12/

Ilepen Tem kak naHHBIE peOEHKA MPEIOCTABIAIOTCS JHMIYy HIM OPTaHMW3alUHU, KOTOpHIE HE
CaHKIMOHHUPOBAHbL, YTOOBI MX YBUJICTb.




