
PREPARING FOR THE IEP MEETING

A Collection of Tools for Parents, Students, and Educators

TheIEPteam is a groupof individualswithdiverseexperienceswhoshareresponsibilityforandjoint

commitment to achievingpositiveoutcomes for students.Eachteam member’s input isequallyvaluable

andnecessary.Parentsare key membersof theIEPteamandbringanimportantperspectivetothe

discussion.“Onlywheneachparticipant’s inputisrespectedandappreciatedwillthe most

comprehensive understanding of the childbe developed”(ExceptionalParent,1993).

Purpose: TheseIEPpreparationtoolsprovidetheIEPteamwitha commonfocusforIEP

developmentand implementationaswell as providinga vehiclefor individualperspectivesto be

shared.

How and WhentoUse TheseTools:These tools canbesharedatparentgroupmeetings,staff

meetingsandother professional development activities. The parent preparation and student 

preparation tools maybe mailed to familieswiththeNotice of theIEPMeeting. Educators may also

usethestudentpreparationtoolwithstudentsasa way ofpreparingthem forparticipatingintheIEP

meetingandbuildingself-advocacyskills.

QuestionsfortheCollaborativeTeam

Parent Preparation for the IEP Meeting  

Student Preparationforthe IEPMeeting  

TeacherPreparationfortheIEP Meeting

Co-developed by New Jersey Department of Education Office of Special Education (NJOSE) and SPAN Parent Advocacy Network.

Funded by IDEA Part B funds.



QUESTIONS FOR THE COLLABORATIVE TEAM

What are strengths?

What progress has made this year?

How is doing relative to age appropriate curriculum?

What are effective learning/behavioral strategies for ?

What are key needs that has in this subject?

What are priority goals for for next year?
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PARENT PREPARATION FOR THE IEP MEETING

My child’s strengths (abilities, interests) academically and socially:

What my child has learned this year (in and outside of school):

What is difficult for my child to do in school:

What helps my child learn:

My goals for my child for the next school year:

My questions or concerns:
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STUDENT PREPARATION FOR THE IEP MEETING

Who am I? (Describe your likes, dislikes, interests and hobbies in school and outside of school)

What are my strengths? What am I good at? (Include school-related activities and activities outside of

school)

What is difficult for me to do in school?

What helps me learn?

What are my goals for the next school year?
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TEACHER PREPARATION FOR THE IEP MEETING

Student’s Strengths:

Current Progress & Performance:

Effective Learning & Behavioral Strategies:

Areas of Difficulty:

Other Needs:
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